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Amendments to the Guidelines for evaluation and replacement of lifeboat release 

and retrieval systems 

Notice to :  

Ship Owners / Manager / operators / Surveyors 
 

With a view to include a method of assessment for backing plates and bolts not made of material resistant to 

corrosion in the marine environment in order to confirm their condition, the Maritime Safety Committee approved 

amendments to the guidelines for evaluation and replacement of lifeboat release and retrieval systems. 
 

Dear Sirs,  

Through MSC.1/Circ.1584, the Maritime Safety Committee, at its ninety-eighth session approved amendments to the Guidelines 

for evaluation and replacement of lifeboat release and retrieval systems (MSC.1/Circ.1392), prepared by the Sub-Committee on 

Ship Systems and Equipment. 
 

The amendments. 

The Administration, or a Recognized Organization acting on its behalf, may allow that hook fixed structural connections of the 

release mechanism and supporting structure which are not made of material resistant to corrosion in the marine environment, as 
required by paragraph 4.4.7.6.9 of the LSA Code, not to be replaced if they are in a good condition and installed in 

a sheltered position inside the lifeboat. 
 

The assessment for verifying that fixed structural connections and supporting structures are in “good condition” should be 

carried out by the manufacturer or by one of its representatives in accordance with paragraph 23 of the MSC.1/Circ.1392. 
 

The assessment for verification is not required if the materials of the foundation, bolts and supporting structure, both internally 

and externally, are made of materials resistant to corrosion in the marine environment. 

 

Method of assessment 

The assessment of fixed structural connections of the release mechanism and supporting structures should be carried out 

according to the manual developed by the manufacturer. 
 

However, if either such a manual or the original equipment manufacturer, or any entity which has taken legal and legitimate 

responsibilities for equipment when the original equipment manufacturer no longer exists or supports the equipment, do not exist, 

this assessment should be carried out according to the following method : -  
 

1- 100% visual examination of all components within clear sight in order to assess the general condition and look for signs of 

corrosion. No dismantling or removal of components is required at this stage. 

 

2- At least 25% of bolts for each hook fixation should be removed for visual examination1. Additionally, a non-destructive 

testing (NDT) technique, such as magnetic particle inspection (MPI), where suitable, may be applied. If any of the removed 

bolts of the hook fixation shows signs of corrosion or are deemed to be in "bad condition", then the rest of the bolts for the 

same hook fixation should be removed and examined. As a general rule, any bolt that has lost material to corrosion of 2% 

from the original dimensions should be deemed to be "in bad condition" and replaced. Replacement bolts are to be made of 

material corrosion resistant in the marine environment based on a like for like principle. 
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3- If fixed structural connections of the release mechanism or supporting structures show signs of corrosion, then ultrasonic 

thickness measurement and corrosion mapping should be performed. For this non-destructive examination (NDE) to be 

possible, the probes need to have adequate access and the surface needs to be smooth and appropriate for ultrasonic scanning. 

As a general rule, a backing plate that has suffered corrosion wastage of 10% or more from the original plate thickness should 

be deemed to be "in bad condition" and replaced. Replacement of structural connections, backing plates, etc. are to be made 

of materials resistant to corrosion in the marine environment and based on a like for like principle. 

 

4- If after the assessment, the bolts, backing plates, keel shoes, etc. are in good condition, then all parts are to be cleaned and 

recoated, if necessary. 

 

Backing plates and bolts installed outside the lifeboat and deemed to be in “good condition” after the assessment need 

not be replaced even when not made of material resistant to corrosion in the marine environment. 

 

The full amendments on MSC.1/Circ.1584 can be found with the below. 
 

 
 

ACT NOW 

Ship Owners/Managers/Operators must take into consideration above amendments as guidance when applying SOLAS 
Regulation III/1.5, as adopted by resolution MSC.317(89). 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Kind Regards,                                                                                                                         
 

                                                                                                                  CONTACT US       
 

 

 

      You can download P.M.S Technical Publication concerning the requirements for maintenance and inspection of  

Fire fighting, lifesaving and radio equipment as well as drills as per statutory instruments on  

Website of (www.pmsclass.org) – (https://pmsclass.org/rules/pms-technical-publications),  for further information. 

                                                                                                 

http://www.pmsclass.org/
https://pmsclass.org/rules/pms-technical-publications
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Telephone: +44 (0)20 7735 7611 Fax: +44 (0)20 7587 3210 

 
 MSC.1/Circ.1584 
 20 June 2017 

 
 

AMENDMENTS TO THE GUIDELINES FOR EVALUATION AND REPLACEMENT OF 
LIFEBOAT RELEASE AND RETRIEVAL SYSTEMS (MSC.1/CIRC.1392) 

 
 
1 The Maritime Safety Committee, at its ninety-eighth session (7 to 16 June 2017), with 
a view to including a method of assessment for backing plates and bolts not made of material 
resistant to corrosion in the marine environment in order to confirm their condition, approved 
amendments to the Guidelines for evaluation and replacement of lifeboat release and retrieval 
systems (MSC.1/Circ.1392), prepared by the Sub-Committee on Ship Systems and 
Equipment, at its fourth session (20 to 24 March 2017), as set out in the annex. 
 
2 Member States are invited to use the Guidelines in conjunction with the annexed 
amendments as guidance when applying SOLAS regulation III/1.5, as adopted by resolution 
MSC.317(89), and to bring the amendments to the attention of all parties concerned. 
 
 

***
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ANNEX 
 

AMENDMENTS TO THE GUIDELINES FOR EVALUATION AND REPLACEMENT OF 
LIFEBOAT RELEASE AND RETRIEVAL SYSTEMS (MSC.1/CIRC.1392) 

 
 
Paragraph 21 is replaced with the following: 
 

"21 The Administration, or a recognized organization acting on its behalf, may 
allow that hook fixed structural connections of the release mechanism and supporting 
structure which are not made of material resistant to corrosion in the marine 
environment, as required by paragraph 4.4.7.6.9 of the LSA Code, need not be 
replaced if they are in a good condition and installed in a sheltered position inside the 
lifeboat. The assessment for verifying that fixed structural connections and 
supporting structures are in 'good condition' should be carried out by the 
manufacturer or by one of its representatives in accordance with paragraph 23 below. 
 
The assessment for verification is not required if the materials of the foundation, bolts 
and supporting structure, both internally and externally, are made of materials 
resistant to corrosion in the marine environment. 
 
.1 Method of assessment: 
 

The assessment of fixed structural connections of the release mechanism 
and supporting structures should be carried out according to the manual 
developed by the manufacturer. However, if either such a manual or the 
original equipment manufacturer, or any entity which has taken legal and 
legitimate responsibilities for equipment when the original equipment 
manufacturer no longer exists or supports the equipment, do not exist, this 
assessment should be carried out according to the following method: 

 
.1 100% visual examination of all components within clear sight in 

order to assess the general condition and look for signs of 
corrosion. No dismantling or removal of components is required at 
this stage. 

 
.2 At least 25% of bolts for each hook fixation should be removed for 

visual examination1. Additionally, a non-destructive testing (NDT) 
technique, such as magnetic particle inspection (MPI), where 
suitable, may be applied. If any of the removed bolts of the hook 
fixation shows signs of corrosion or are deemed to be in "bad 
condition", then the rest of the bolts for the same hook fixation 
should be removed and examined. As a general rule, any bolt that 
has lost material to corrosion of 2% from the original dimensions 
should be deemed to be "in bad condition" and replaced. 
Replacement bolts are to be made of material corrosion resistant 
in the marine environment based on a like for like principle. 

 
 

 
1 In most types of lifeboats, the arrangement of keel shoe fixation allows for access and 

removal of bolts for inspection. When this is not the case, e.g. where bolts are solidly 
embedded or built in to the fiber reinforced plastic (FRP) structure, the Adminstration, or 
recognized organization acting on its behalf, should handle it on a case-by-case basis. 
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.3 If fixed structural connections of the release mechanism or 
supporting structures show signs of corrosion, then ultrasonic 
thickness measurement and corrosion mapping should be 
performed. For this non-destructive examination (NDE) to be 
possible, the probes need to have adequate access and the surface 
needs to be smooth and appropriate for ultrasonic scanning. As a 
general rule, a backing plate that has suffered corrosion wastage 
of 10% or more from the original plate thickness should be deemed 
to be "in bad condition" and replaced. Replacement of structural 
connections, backing plates, etc. are to be made of materials 
resistant to corrosion in the marine environment and based on a 
like for like principle.  

 
.4 If after the assessment, the bolts, backing plates, keel shoes, etc. 

are in good condition, then all parts are to be cleaned and recoated, 
if necessary. 

 
.2 Backing plates and bolts installed outside the lifeboat and deemed to be in 

'good condition' after the assessment need not be replaced even when not 
made of material resistant to corrosion in the marine environment." 

 
 

___________ 
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